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ine UBBHN nas Turnighed Bulgeris with new.type pontoon bridges for training
Purposes. Practice maneuvers ars now being held on the lakés of Varna end in
still smhers. The roedvay of the eompleied pontoon bridge liss a few csantimeters
below vater level and 1s therefore inyisible from the air,

The bridge is composed of metal hoxes, measuring 2.5.x 1x 1 mgters, the weight
of whioh has been tered in such & manner 8s to allow them to float level with

‘the purface of the water. The individusl boxes are placed at cne-meter intervals

and sre connected by wire cables. The box nearest to the shore is attached to

_the shore in duch & way that its sufface is 10 centimeters walow water level,

L,

6.

The last box in the link is abteched to the opposite shore in a similar fanhion,

Since the width of a given river is known, 1t i posstblp to saloulate the nuxber
of pontoon boxes required; and the bridge mey be completely asmembled and ‘laid
by means of boats. Portable plerced stéel planks mimilar to those used For
temporary runways are then laid over the pontoon boxes and peourely fastensd to
them by means of olamps. This arrangement aleo makes it possible t0 lay tracks
across & hridge.

The completed bridge is then anchored to the river bot‘cbm from alternate boxes
and pulled by winches to & level of 10 centimeters below the water surface,
Winches are also used to 4raw the connecting cebles taut,

' Sinee the boxes are designed to float on the surface dbut are foreibly dravn below

water level, a natural buoyancy results which serves as & ecounterbalance to-the
pressure exercised on the bridge by the weight of the load it has to parry .

AB EoOn &8 practice in still waters has been completed, training with these pontoon
bridges will stert on the Denube, near Ogtrov, Rumania, T :
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